EHS Thespians Winter/Spring opportunities!
Winter Play: The Diviners 
In a tiny Indiana town named Zion, mired in the depression, that which gives life takes it away. Buddy Layman is the town idiot, but a charming one. What's left of Buddy after his mother saved him from drowning is an innocent but boundlessly curious mind, and a compelling gift for sensing water coupled with an intense fear of it. So when the slipping preacher C.C. Showers, looking for a way out of his salvation, stumbles into town looking for an anonymous job, the locals immediately pin on him the badge of savior. What comes next turns everything upside down, as C.C. makes a connection with idiot boy Buddy in a way no one else has and finds more in his heart than family would have you believe is there. Seeking to cure his constant itch, and its reminder of the fate of Buddy's mother, C.C. rids Buddy of his hydrophobia. In this rarely-performed allegorical play, that which gives life takes it away in the same astounding final instant and leaves us pondering the worth of salvation of any stripe. 
· Auditions Nov 7, 8 3:30-5:30 (band kids need to audition on this day and will be given first preference), call backs Nov 14 3:30-6:00

· Rehearsals in Nov, Dec, Jan from 3:30-5:30

· Performances: Jan 19,20,21 2012 7:30 pm EPAC

· Cast size 11-15
· Crew positions needed also.

One Act Play: Burial at Thebes 
The play tells how Antigone, the daughter of Oedipus, gives her brother, the traitor Polyneices, a form of ritual burial (she scatters his corpse with dust) against the explicit instructions of her uncle, King Creon, and the advice of her sister, Ismene, even though she knows that the consequence will be her death. She thereby initiates a grimly tragic process: not only does Antigone die, hanging herself when Creon, in retribution, buries her alive in a cave, but Creon's son Haemon, who is betrothed to Antigone, also kills himself out of grief, as does Creon's wife, Eurydice. Creon, eventually convinced by the prophet Tiresias and the play's chorus of elders, does relent - too late - but Antigone is intransigent, despite a striking moment of self-doubt before her incarceration. 
· Auditions Nov 7, 8 3:30-5:30 (band kids need to audition on this day and will be given first preference), call backs Nov 14 3:30-6:00

· Rehearsals in Nov, Dec, Jan from 3:30-5:30

· Performances: Jan 26 at the MN State High School League One Act Play Competition at Benilde St. Margaret High School
· Jan 28,29 7:30 pm EPAC

· If selected to move on to Region finals: Sat Feb 4th at EPAC
· If selected to go to state: Feb 9 or 10O’Shaughnessy Auditorium St. Paul
· Could possibly perform at the MN State Thespian Conference
· Cast and crew size 20

MN State Thespian Conference
EHS Thespians will be attending the 4th Annual MN Chapter Conference of the International Thespian Society. It will be at the Guthrie this year.  Last year we had over 50 kids attend!
Dates Scheduled:

· Sign up by February 1st by contacting Mr. Matthes

· March 18th   All State Play The Laramie Project Directed by Randy Reyes (tech opportunities available)
· March 19th Bus leaves at Edina 7:45 am, returns at 7:00 pm.
Location: 
· The Guthrie Theater

Cost: Your $40 Registration Fee gives you...
· Admission to attend the all state performance of The Laramie Project on Sunday Afternoon!

· Access to all workshops, one acts, individual performances and general sessions on Saturday.
· The opportunity to perform in a one act on the thrust stage.
· Lunch on Monday
· An opportunity (optional) for your group or individuals to perform and get feedback. (IE’s)
Comedysportz

The ComedySportz High School League is the largest and most successful improv training program for high school students in the country. Under the coaching of a professional Comedy Sportz actlete, student performers from high schools all across the Twin Cities metro area train in both showmanship and sportsmanship -ultimately competing in ComedySportz grudge matches against other schools in The League. The ComedySportz High School League is an extracurricular activity that goes beyond the stage and into everyday situations. When students are trained in ComedySportz improv, they are trained in communication, confidence, quick thinking, individuality and team work! The High School League teaches these skills in a safe and nurturing environment where “winning” is a distant second to taking risks and personal growth.

· Registration: Sign up by emailing Mr. Matthes in December 
· The first 16 will get in
· Rehearsals: January - March 2012  Monday and Tuesday evenings 6:30-8:30

· HSL Tournament Matches: Sundays in March 2012 at Comedysportz

· Championship Match: at Comedysportz one weekend in March or early April
· Match at EHS: March 27, 2012
Guthrie Schools on Stage

Work with two Guthrie teaching artists and write a performance piece based on the Guthrie 
production of Julius Caesar and have it culminate with a day at the Guthrie and a performance.
· Registration: Sign up by emailing Mr. Matthes in December
· The first 15 that can commit to the rehearsal schedule will get in.
· Rehearsals: There will be 7- 3 hour rehearsals after school two days a week in late January and all of February
· Guthrie workshop and performance day is Monday April 2nd.  Note this is during Spring Break.
